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  Regular Meeting 
 Charleston Township Board 
 January 28, 2003 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
 
Roll was called and members present were: Bell, Whitehead, Kasson, Balkema and Kramer.  Absent: 
None. Also in attendance: Anne Ward, Phyllis Rose, Larry R. Bolhuis, Brenda Schug, and Art Samson 
 
 ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
 
Motion by Whitehead/Kasson to add two items to the agenda: 8b. Initial Aid Agreement with Comstock 
Township and 11d. Intergovernmental Ambulance Agreement. CARRIED  Kasson/Whitehead moved to 
approve the December 18, 2002 regular meeting minutes as presented.  CARRIED 
 
POLICE, FIRE, ZONING AND ASSESSORS REPORTS: 
6.  No Assessor report. 
7.  Fran presented two letters from the attorney to Mr. Warning of Galesburg Speedway and Mr. Blank       
     requesting that they respond to communications concerning violations of township ordinances. 
8. Chuck presented the fire report and a discussion ensued concerning the need for up to date budgetary 

information and how that goal could be achieved.  It was determined that there is a need to have the     
treasurer available to answer questions.  Fran said that he would have a chat with Brenda Bishop, who 
takes care of the books, to determine if she is still willing and able to handle the job.                               
Whitehead/Balkema moved to receive the fire report.  CARRIED 

a. After some discussion concerning the structure-razing fee, Kasson/Balkema moved that when a structure 

     becomes available the fire chief be contacted, and, if he can use the building for training at no 

cost      to the fire department, the township will waive the razing fee.  CARRIED 

b. After some discussion Kasson/Balkema moved to table action on the initial aid agreement with 

Comstock Township.  CARRIED 

 
 CITIZEN TIME: 
 
No comments were offered. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
a.   Fran presented a letter from the township attorney to the Board concerning a draft liquor-licensing        
     ordinance, which is a part of the ordinance update project.  After a review of the draft ordinance,           

     Kasson/Whitehead moved to authorize the supervisor to call the attorney and tell him to move       

     forward with the new liquor-licensing ordinance.  CARRIED 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

a.    Balkema/Kasson moved to appoint Nancy Murray, Art Pursel, and Art Samson to the Board of   

      Review for a two year term and to reappoint Norm Zomer to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a 

      three year term, Lanson Becker to the Galesburg Library Board for a five year term, and Joan   

      Orman, Nelson Hiestand and Gary Vanderlugt to the Planning Commission for a three year       

      term if they are still willing to serve.            CARRIED            

b. Balkema/Kasson moved to send the Board of Review members to training sponsored by the 

Michigan Township Association at the Van Buren Intermediate School District in Lawrence, MI 
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on February 24, 2003 from 1 to 4 p.m.  CARRIED 

c. Kasson/Balkema moved to authorize the supervisor to prepare a letter of support for the 

Galesburg-Augusta Community Forum. CARRIED 

d. After a review of the Kalamazoo Intergovernmental Ambulance Agreement, Kasson/Balkema moved 

to table action on the agreement for thirty days.  CARRIED 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

Balkema/Whitehead moved to adopt the draft hydrant use permit.  CARRIED  Fran presented a letter 
from the attorney requesting some guidance from the Board as to whether he should review the Zoning 
Ordinance to identify provisions that may be candidates for revision/deletion as regards the Michigan 
Right to Farm Act.  Chuck wanted specifics from the attorney on what the problems are with our 

ordinance.  Balkema/Kasson moved to send the letter to the Planning Commission for review and to 

authorize Chuck to have a discussion with the attorney and bring any recommendations back to the 

Board.  CARRIED  Fran reported that he had received a thank you letter from Larry Merrill of MTA in 
response to the letter he had sent congratulating MTA on its fiftieth anniversary.  He also presented some 
information on the reorganized Council of Governments for future consideration.  Fran said that he had 
received a fax from MTA concerning more potential revenue sharing cuts and a letter from the Department 
of Environmental Quality about the lack of a certified water operator at Andrews Estates.  He also reported 
that he had sent a letter of appreciation to Jan Vosburg for his service on the Board of Review. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Year to Date receipts $221,501.02, disbursements: $240,786.12, transfers from savings to general fund: 
($3,381.04), General fund balance: $71,265.64, Beginning balance was $93,931.78, Received since 
December Board meeting $5,674.58. Balkema/Kasson moved to accept the Treasurer’s report for January 
as received.  CARRIED 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
Don asked about the mess at the water tower and was told that a leaky mud valve had to be replaced.  Jim 
handed out copies of the proposed 2003/2004 budget for review by the Board and recommended that the 
Board open a Capital Improvement Account to house savings for capital improvements.  Kasson/Balkema 

moved to authorize Jim to move CDs into a Capital Improvement Account once he has determined 

the proper procedure from the attorney.  CARRIED  Fran indicated that the County was interested in 
the Tall Timbers property and asked if the Board would be supportive of their purchase of the property.  
The Board was reluctant to lose more property from the tax rolls.  The Board decided on Tuesday, 
February 18, 2003 at 2 p.m. as the date for special budget meeting.  Gravel mining permits will be handled 
at the February 25, 2003 Board meeting.  
 
READING & DISPOSITION BILLS 
Whitehead/Kasson moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their 
respective amounts.  CARRIED 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
 
Balkema/Whitehead moved to adjourn at 8:40 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


